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FASTER TIE TIME TO SAVE YOU TIME
• Four twine arms for quicker tie time
• Up to 20% less wear onyour baler
• Ties just as fast as wrapping with net wrap
• Eliminate digestibility problems for cattle
• Twine box capacity of 500+ bales
• Simple conversion kit (everything incuded)
• Save $1.00 to $1.50 per bale

• Call now! Evening calls welcome!
Four twine arms start tying in the middle of the
bale and continue while moving to the outside
of the border to take their start position.

Visit our Website @

qwicktie.com
or email us @
pcbauder@gwtc.net

The twine arms mount to the baler’s existing
twine arm’s four bolt mounting holes.

Scotland, SD
Call Pat (605) 583-4546 • Cell (605) 661-8213
www.qwicktie.com • pcbauder@gwtc.net

Qwicktie Twine arms are available for John Deere, New Holland & Round Balers

contents
Western Farm, Ranch & Dairy Magazine
Rocky Mountain/Heartland • spring/summer edition 2011

Agriculture

PAGE 11

PAGE 17

PAGE 23

Horstline Dump Wagons ................................................................................................ 6
Missouri Hay Tarps We Gotcha Covered ........................................................................ 6
Grazing Grass On Irrigated Farms .................................................................................. 7
Ron’s Manufacturing
Vertical Tillage Coulter Kit Attachment Gets Even Stronger ............................................. 8
How hard is it to make hand-crafted beer and wine at home? ....................................... 8
Going Green can put Green in your Pocket!! ................................................................. 10
Let’s All Conserve Hay ................................................................................................. 11
“The Eliminator” Incinerator ........................................................................................ 12
Agricultural Diesel Solutions Modules: A Smart Investment, More or Less
Modules that produce real results, a real solution – Agricultural Diesel Solutions ......... 13
Inland Tarp & Liner’s Bull Flex Hay Tarps Outlast The Competition ............................... 14
Buy Irrigation Motors and Controls Factory Direct! .......................................................... 14
American Agra Curtains Inc.
The Original Customized Insulated Curtain For Livestock Buildings .............................. 14
Pressurized Exhaust Kills Burrowing Rodents ............................................................... 16
Tree Shear For Skid Steers .......................................................................................... 17

Equipment

Delta-Tooth Harrow - The Shape Of The Future ............................................................ 18
Reman Balestacker
The Farmers Time Machine ......................................................................................... 18
Phase-A-Matic - 3 Phase Power Anywhere! ................................................................. 20
No More Five Gallon Buckets! Prevent Crop Loss at Header Downer Creek Crop
Guard-Versatile Header Attachment ............................................................................. 20
C&R Supply, Inc. - Birth Of A Sprayer ........................................................................... 22
Oasis Montana ............................................................................................................ 22
Scorpion Truck Bed Linings .......................................................................................... 23
Look Ma - No Wires! Wireless Grain Temperature Monitoring ....................................... 24

Livestock

Pearson’s Continues Keeping Pace With
Livestock Industry’s Demands In 2011 ......................................................................... 25
Are You Thinking About Lamas? ................................................................................... 26
How to Begin Your Alpaca Business Successfully ......................................................... 27
Greystone Manure Vacuums ........................................................................................ 27

Departments
ON THE COVER

Publisher Information .................................................................................................... 5
Advertiser Index ........................................................................................................... 30
Marketplace ................................................................................................................ 28

Photo courtesy of PolyExcel, LLC.
Have an article or photo submission? Give us a call at
1-800-330-3482 or e-mail: info@ritzfamilypublishing.com
for image and file requirements. (All submissions subject
to approval)

4 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

Rocky Mountain/Heartland

www.farmranchdairy.com

Western Farm, Ranch & Dairy Magazine
a Ritz Family Publication

President / CEO
Michael Ritz
mikeritz@ritzfamilypublishing.com

Executive V.P. Operations/Editor
Robert Davis
rdavis@ritzfamilypublishing.com

General Sales Manager
Pat Drury
pat@ritzfamilypublishing.com

Office Manager
Angie Hawkins
angie@ritzfamilypublishing.com

Web Tech
Valerie Ritz
valerie@ritzfamilypublishing.com

Secretary
Kristina Ness
kristina@ritzfamilypublishing.com

Ritz Family Publishing, Inc.
www.ritzfamilypublishing.com

Corporate Office
Ritz Family Publishing, Inc.
714 N Main Street
Meridian, ID 83642
Sales
For all sales inquiries, call toll free
1(800) 330-3482 or 1(208) 955-0124

Steve’s Welding & Repair
Stickney, SD • 605-732-4615
steveswelding@midstatesd.net

Continuous Panels - Call for prices

sales@ritzfamilypublishing.com

Subscriptions
For a subscription or to change your existing address,
call toll free 1(800) 330-3482 or 1(208) 955-0124

20 ft sections - all clips and splices included

info@ritzfamilypublishing.com

Printed By Snake River Printing, Nampa, ID
Copyright© 2010. All rights reserved.
Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy of this publication, however, the publisher does not assume responsibility for omissions or typographical errors.
The publisher does not assume responsibility or is liable for the contents
of any advertising herein. Publisher’s liability for errors in an advertisement
is limited to a correct insertion in the next publication. In the event of a
misprint, the publisher must be informed of such error prior to printing of
the next publication.
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agriculture
Horstline Dump Wagons

H

orstlines NX 240 is one of
the BIGEST players on the
field, This silage dumper
is 24 feet long 9'-2" wide inside and
with extensions it has 8' high sides.
This brute boasts 1900 cubic feet of
volume or 54 cubic meters. If you
heap this monster it has about 2300
cubic feet or 65 cubic meters. Riding
on large 750/45x22.5 alliance radial
tires and with a 26 ton 52,000 lbs pay
load capacity it will make short work
out of any field. Standard on all NX
series trailers ( NX 160 - NX 240 )
as well as many other models, is our

self opening hydraulic tailgate with
built in grain door, rubber mounted

height adjustable hitch with 360 deg
swivel clevis.European style hoist

Missouri Hay Tarps

M

issouri Hay Tarps has been
protecting and covering
round and square bales
across the US since 1996. The company’s founder Earl Miller is responsible
for many US patents but it’s his unique
“Stake and Wind Lockdown” system
that has put Missouri Hay Tarps on the
map. Grommets are spaced every 12
inches. Combined with the patent locking stake and webbing, when installed
properly, this engineered hay covering
system is virtually indestructible and is
advertised to have 300% more holding
power than the competition.
In addition to the unique lockdown system, the tarp boasts a rip-stop fabric that
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which takes very little hydraulic fluid
to raise, also lowering cycle times,
Hydraulick disk brakes that work off
tractor remotes as well as a full light
package, including brake lights, signal
lights running lights and a set of back
up lights which are a must for evening
opperation. All our units can have an
optional hydraulic jack instead of or
12,000 lbs drop leg bull dog jack, as
well there is optional hoops available
for tarping, when using this unit for
grain. No matter what you use this
beast for it will get the job done fast
and smooth, everytime.
e

We Gotcha Covered

is rope and fiber reinforced, waterproof,
shrink-proof and is among the heaviest
hay tarps sold. Tarps are white in color
and come treated with a special coating,

both are critical components in combating the sun’s damaging UV Rays. Tarps
are offered in 27 different sizes guaran-

Rocky Mountain/Heartland

teed to cover just about any hay configuration you can dream up.
The founder Earl Miller passed away
in 2004 and the company is now owned
and operated by Owensville, Missouri,
residents Bruce Paneitz and Randy
Blaske. The two partners are committed to continuing the business under the
principles of which it was built, offering
a quality product at a reasonable price,
backed by exceptional service.
Order today and see for yourself why Missouri Hay Tarps has “Gotcha Covered”.
Call 800-514-0258 or visit them online
at www.MoHayTarps.com to place an
order or learn more about these tarps. All
major credit cards are accepted.
e
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Grazing Grass On
Irrigated Farms
By: Don Hijar – Pawnee Buttes Seed Inc.

A

griculture is changing and today’s landowners are looking for a different way to enjoy the land and still make a
profit. Growing grass in the arid west under irrigation can
be profitable if done correctly. The first step is to study how grass
grows to understand what it requires to stay healthy. Doing your
homework by reading, attending range management seminars, and
visiting an actual irrigated grass operation can be very beneficial.
Once you have done all this research you need to determine what
you want this irrigated grass to do for your operation. An experienced range scientist, agronomist or individual educated in land,
grass and cattle can help you plan this second step.
You need to select the field you want to convert to irrigated
grass and decide if spring or fall planting would be best for your
operation. Now it is time to prepare a seedbed. The seedbed
should be firm and weed free. The grass seed should be planted
with a grass drill designed to handle all grass seed types and
able to control the depth the grass seed is planted. Grass seed
should be planted ¼” to ½” deep. Planting the grass seed deeper
reduces emergence by 80%.
Planting a warm season cover crop in June will out compete
weeds, firm up the seedbed and provide protection against soil
erosion is a good investment. Harvest the cover crop in August,
spray the regrowth with Roundup and drill the grass seed directly into the standing stubble.
Seed can also be planted March – May, or if planting in the fall
it is the best to plant straight grass prior to October 1st. A grass/
legume mix or straight legume should be planted at least 30 days
prior to the average historical freeze date. Legumes are less tolerant of frost than grass, and any plant needs to have time to get
big enough to survive the winter. You also want to ensure you
have good soil moisture prior to winter.
The newly seeded grass needs water within the first seven days.
If rain showers do not occur within 2-3 days after planting; begin
irrigating.
Fertilizing to establish grass is not as important as it will be when
the grass is more mature and you’re expecting high forage production. Grass requires 150-200 lbs of nitrogen per acre per year applied in 2-6 applications. Phosphorus requirements range from 4080 lbs/Ac/year. The best way to determine fertilizer requirements
is to take a soil sample and ask the lab to make recommendations
based on a desired yield of 5-7 tons of hay/acre.
Irrigated grass requires ¾” to 1” of water per week for optimum
to maximum production. The source of water can be precipitation
or irrigation. Total annual requirements is 24-30”/year. Cool season grasses should be watered from March 1st to November 1st for
maximum yield. Cool season grass under irrigation can produce
more forage annually than warm season grass because the growing season for cool season grass is March 1st to November 1st as
compared with May 15th to September 15th for warm season grass.
Grass planted on irrigated ground should be watered adequately to
recoup the benefits of irrigation. Grass watered less than adequately
produces much less forage and may never pay for the investment.
A Grazing Management System accounts for 12 months of grazwww.farmranchdairy.com

ing with a cow-calf operation. If the operation is yearlings the operation needs to be flexible to allow for the peak periods of grass
production, summer slump and increased weight of the stockers as
time progresses. In other words, a stocking rate of 1500 lbs of beef
per acre in April using three 500 lb yearlings may be correct but 60
days later assuming a rate of gain of 2 lbs/head/day would mean
each animal is now weighing 620 and the stocking rate is now 620
lbs/animal x 3 head or 1860 lbs/acre.
The pasture is now overstocked and as day length increases and
daytime temperatures increase the grass will produce less forage
and the stocking rate should be reduced from 1500 lbs of beef/acre
to as low as 1100 lbs of beef/acre depending how hot it is, amount
of irrigation applied and amount of fertilizer and usage. The more
a pasture is abused the less forage it produces.
The key elements of a grazing plan are proper stocking rate,
having at least 6 paddocks, six or less days of grazing per paddock and 25 – 35 days of rest between grazing periods. For example, eight paddocks grazed 4 days each would take 32 days to
graze all paddocks and each paddock would receive 28 days of
rest. The grass should not be grazed less than 4”. Reserve is very
important to the plant.
With all of these elements in place, grazing on irrigated grass has
much more of a chance of being successful and profitable.
e
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Ron’s Manufacturing

Vertical Tillage Coulter Kit Attachment Gets Even Stronger

R

on’s Manufacturing has added
two more bearings to their kits.
This makes the kits even more
heavy duty. Coulter kits from Ron’s
Manufacturing converts any chisel plow
to a year-round tool to prepare your
fields.
In the fall, it can be used to lightly till
the soil, incorporate and size residue.
It is also a practical way to dry out wet
soils. The Vertical Tillage Coulter Kit
Attachment works well in no-till conservation tillage, as well as conventional
tillage operation, extending the growing
season and creating better planting conditions. Vertical tillage prepares the soil
to warm more quickly in early spring,
energizing the seedbed for maximum
growth and yield potential.

The Vertical Tillage Coulter Kit Attachment is a smart investment in
that it has multiple uses which will

ultimately produce savings in terms
of time and money. It also has a low

operating cost per acre and can be
used in a wider range of conditions
than most tillage tools. It operates
at a relatively high speed of 6 to 12
MPH which saves time. The Vertical
Tillage Coulter Kit Attachment allows
for quick mixing of manure and soil
to prevent loss of nutrients and control odor. It can also be used for very
shallow incorporation of fertilizer and
select herbicides.
The Vertical Tillage Coulter Kit Attachment is spaced on 6 inches.
For more information contact Ron’s
Manufacturing at 40582 187th St.,
Carpenter, SD 57322; phone 605266-2177; E-mail info@ronsmfg.
com. (Also, please see their ad in this
issue).
e

How hard is it to make hand-crafted
beer and wine at home?

M

idwest Homebrewing and
Winemaking Supplies as been
helping folks make their own
beer and wine at home since 1995. Midwest offers all the equipment and supplies
you need to make your own excellent
wine and beer at home. Beer making kits
start at $59.95 and winemaking kits start at
$72.95. Midwest includes a free 90 minute
instructional DVD with any purchase.
Making beer at home has never been easier and the quality of the finished product
rivals that of micro brewed beer. Midwest
offers over 110 recipes to choose from and
all of the ingredients you need to make
your own custom recipes. Could you be the
next Sam Adams? Jim Cook, the founder
of Sam Adams started as a home brewer
while he perfected his recipes.
Beer recipes are available for beginners to expert homebrewers. Either way,
Midwest has a “How to” DVD that takes
you step by step through the process of
brewing beer at home in your kitchen.
Simply pop in the DVD and start brew8 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

ing. You see the brewing process demonstrated from the boiling process all
the way through to the bottling process.

Making wine at home has never been
more popular. Back in the 1970’s winemakers made wine from what ever fruit
they could get their hands on. You may
remember the Plum or Beet wine your
neighbor or Uncle gave you that made
your eyes water. The times have changed.
Today winemakers use high quality wine
juice from all over the world. This juice
has been acid adjusted and pH balanced
to insure optimal results. Make high qualRocky Mountain/Heartland

ity wine the first time you try!
About 75% of winemakers are making
wine from juice kits which yield 6 gallons. The other 25% are making wine
from fruit and grape juice. The wine
juice kits do not require much time and
effort. Your reward is 30 bottles of wine
that cost as little as $1.75 per bottle.
Midwest’s DVD demonstrates how to
make wine from fruit and grapes. Winemaking is truly a hobby that you can do
for the rest of your life.
Midwest has a free 88-page catalog,
which is available on request. The catalog has over 2000 products in it related to
beer and winemaking. Midwest’s “How
to” DVD is free with any purchase. Gift
certificates are available on-line. Beer
and Wine kits make great gifts!
Contact us at Midwest Homebrewing and Winemaking Supplies, 5825
Excelsior Blvd., St. Louis Park,
MN 55416, visit our website at
www.MidwestSupplies.com or call toll
free 888-449-2739.
e
www.farmranchdairy.com

Change any chisel plow
into a Coulter Machine
All steel (no cast iron)

The coulter kit includes:
Two 18” 13-wave boron
“earth hardened” coulter
blades.
Exclusive “Double Shields”
for bearings and seals.
Exclusive Double Bearings
on each end of the shaft 4 bearings in all!
Kit includes all mounting
hardware.

Ron’s Mfg.

(Please see press release in this issue)

For more information go to

www.ronsmfg.com or call (605) 266-2177
email: info@ronsmfg.com

Ask Us About The Electric Dakota Grills

www.dakotagrills.com

PO Box 288 Armstrong, IA 50514
Phone: 712-864-3131
Fax: 712-864-3154

Art’s-Way Manufacturing Co., Inc.
www.farmranchdairy.com
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Going Green can put
Green in your Pocket!!

G

oing Organic can be the right
thing to do, not only for the
environment but also for your
pocket book. Watson Ranch Organic
has been helping Farmers and Ranchers like you save money for the past 14
years. We are a family owned business
that strives to manufacture the highest
quality Organic Products from the highest quality Organic Ingredients. We start
out with ingredients taken directly from
Mother Nature and turn them into different Fertilizers and Soil Amendments.
Did you know that by using Organic
Products you can not only have healthier crops and land but also livestock?
Think about how much money you can
save on vet bills by having livestock
that are healthier because of the forage

they are eating.
Following Watson Ranch Organic Programs can also reduce the cost, or eliminate the need for inputs such as lime,
herbicides and pesticides.

Soil rich in the right nutrients and minerals can help your crops become more

resistant to severe droughts and freezes.
This means longer growing seasons for
your crops and more return on your investment.
We invite you to take a look at our
website. www.WatsonRanchOrganic.
com and familiarize yourself with
the best way to improve the health of
your soil. Going Organic with Watson
Ranch Organic products is a smart
move not only for this generation, but
for the next ones too. Remember, “We
do not own the Earth, we borrow it
from our Children.” (Native American Saying).
Contact us today and find out how you
can get with the Watson Ranch Organic
Program! 903.925.3818 or www.WatsonRanchOrganic.com
e

IS FENCE BUILDING, DITCH
CLEANING OR OTHER
EXCAVATION ACTIVITY
IN YOUR PLANS?
PLEASE CALL
811
BEFORE YOU DIG
IT’S FAST, IT’S FREE AND
IT’S THE LAW
SInCLAIR PIPELInE COmPAnY
1-800-321-3994

www.sinclairoil.com
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Let’s All Conserve Hay
By Steve Hodgen

A

s the summer months wane,
along with the pasture forage
for your horses, it’s time to
start thinking about feeding hay again.
Before you do, you need to ask yourself if you’re going to go through the
same old routine of seeing your hay
go to waste or are you going to make a

best way to feed your horses and this
feeder is perfect for that. You can leave
your hay out 24/7 and because you can
easily attach a roof and your hay sits on
a deck 2’ off the ground, you don’t have
to worry about your hay getting wet or
moldy. You can also latch the grills up
when you want to stop feeding for any
reason. No mold, no stirring up hay dust
and no waste, what more could you ask
for? Made out of heavy gauge steel tubing and built on skids for portability, the

“H-8” weighs over 1000 pounds; your
horses aren’t going to be abusing this
feeder.
When I find a product I like, I want to let
other people know about it. That’s why I
didn’t hesitate when I had the opportunity
to write this article. I just hope that this will
help others who suffer from the same problem that I had.
You can find more information at Klene
Pipe Structures, Inc. 800-876-9721 or
www.klenepipe.com
e

South Dakota State University

College of Agricultural & Biological Sciences

Making a Difference...
change. You know the story, put a bale
of hay out and watch your horses pull it
out and stomp it into the mud.
If you’re like most people, (including me at one time), you’re wasting
anywhere from 40 to 50% of your hay
every year. Here in the Midwest, we’ve
had a pretty good year for growing hay.
Prices have remained low and the quality is excellent. Ask someone in Texas
how their year was and you’ll get a different answer (maybe even a punch in
the nose). The same goes for people in
the Northeast and the Northwest. Either
too much rain or no rain at all has made
buying hay a miserable experience.
And don’t think you’re safe in the Midwest either Those other people have to
get their hay from somewhere and that
means we have to ship it to them. This
drives the price up for everyone. Here
at Sunny Meadow Farms in Fountaintown, Indiana, we knew it was time
for a change. We decided to invest our
money in the “H-8” big bale feeder for
horses from Klene Pipe Structures of
Greensburg, Indiana. Not only has it
cut our hay waste to practically nothing,
the safety and durability of this feeder is
unparalleled. We bought our first “H-8”
in the fall of ’07 and were so pleased
that we bought a second one in the
fall of ’08. Let’s All Conserve Hay By
Steve Hodgen To me, free choice is the
www.farmranchdairy.com

by providing educational opportunities
for a lifetime through the land grant
tradition of TEACHING students,
conducting RESEARCH and
extending unbiased,
science-based knowledge
www.sdstate.edu/abs/
through EXTENSION.
AG HALL 135 – SDSU – BROOKINGS, SD 57007 – 605-688-4118

Rocky Mountain/Heartland
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“The Eliminator” Incinerator

E

xciting new times at Super Nova
Mfg., Inc. we are currently in
the process of setting up a dealer
and distributor network. The company
is also adding new items to its product
line, which will help to serve the needs
of our ever expanding customers.
Sammy Massey is the owner, inventor, designer, and patent holder of all six
models of “The Eliminator” incinerator (SN250, SN500, SN1000, SN1500,
SN2000, & SN3000). Any of these
models can be setup with diesel, L.P.
gas, or natural gas.
The Eliminator is the best incinerator on the market today. It’s built out
of quality materials and quality parts,
which provide our customers with many
years of high performance, low maintenance, and lower fuel consumption.
To customers and employees, Super
Nova promises to abide by its new mis-

sion statement. “Super Nova Mfg., Inc.
is committed to the design, manufacturing and service of the most efficient and
highest quality incinerators in the world

that exceed the needs and expectations
of our customers and government agencies. Further, Super Nova promises to
engage in healthy and good business
practices by adhering to a strict code of

ethics, honesty, integrity, and creations
of everlasting relationships.”
Visit Super Nova’s website for updates
on new products and announcements of
dealers and distributors: www.supernovamfg.com
Super Nova makes the following models:
SN250 – for animal shelters, veterinarians, funeral homes, & law enforcement
SN500 – for small poultry & turkey
farmers, veterinarians, animal shelters,
& funeral homes
SN1000 – for large poultry & turkey
farmers
SN1500 & SN2000 – for meat processors & swine farmers
SN3000 – for large meat processors,
swine, cattle, horse farmers, & landfills
Super Nova Mfg., Inc. – 558 Baggs
Ferry Rd., Camilla, GA 31730 – Phone:
229-336-9337 – Website: www.supernovamfg.com
e

Super Nova Mfg., Inc.
1-888-311-0131

• Fuel Efficient
• Quality Construction
• Easy Operation
• Low Maintenance
• 24/7 Troubleshooting
• Leasing Available
• Help with EPA Permitting

558 Baggs Ferry Rd., Camilla, GA 31730
Phone: 229-336-9337
Website: www.supernovamfg.com
12 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy
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Agricultural Diesel
Solutions Modules:
A Smart Investment,
More or Less
Modules that produce real
results, a real solution –

Agricultural Diesel Solutions.

A

llowing you to cover more acres per hour, enhancing performance with more horsepower, letting you
spend more time working and less time installing, all
while using less fuel and generating less emissions.
Yes, ADS can really improve your agricultural equipment performance with up to a 35% adjustable increase in horsepower,
while improving fuel economy.
And if you need more convincing, take advantage of the 30day satisfaction guarantee and lifetime limited warranty!
ADS has recently extended the application list to include three
additional part numbers. Twelve part numbers that fit hundreds
of machines; including Agco, Buhler, Case, Caterpillar, Challenger, Iveco, JCB, John Deere, Massey-Ferguson, McCormick, New Holland, and Versatile equipment.
Two new distributors have joined the ADS network to
provide modules in North America. For more information on becoming a distributor, or if you are ready to try the
Agricultural Diesel Solutions module, please feel free to
contact any of our helpful representatives at 1-800-6372658, 1-800-237-4692, or 1-254-592-4694
e

Two Guys Communications Inc.
A Wyoming Owned Corporation
www.twoguyscomm.com
(toll free) 866-632-4285
Cheyenne, WY
For all your telephone, network and
computer installations and services.
New long range phone
covering up to
3,000 acres.

Members of the
Better Business Bureau
www.farmranchdairy.com
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Inland Tarp & Liner’s Bull Flex Hay Tarps Outlast The Competition

F

or over 30 years, Inland Tarp &
Liner, L.L.C., has been in business, taking pride in quality of
the products they offer. The Bull Flex
Hay Tarp is one of their many products
and it continues to perform very well,
outlasting other tarps on the market. The
Bull Flex tarp is specifically designed
for the cost conscious customer who
wants a hay tarp that is built as tough as
a bull, yet flexible enough to meet all of
your covering needs.
When it comes to securing the Bull Flex
Hay Tarp to your hay stack, it combines
the best of two worlds. First, it comes
with high-strength 2” webbing loops to
tighten your tarp to the hay stack instead
of traditional grommets, thus providing
up to 300% more strength. Second, the

Bull Flex Hay Tarp also has an innovative pocket sewed the length of the tarp
on both sides. This gives you the option
to slip a pipe into the pocket and tie
down the tarp in the same manner as the
popular Performer Hay Tarp.

The weight and strength combination
of the Bull Flex Hay Tarp averages nearly 20% greater than most competitive
products. When combined with the use

of Inland Tarp & Liner’s patented Super
Cinch tie down system, you end up with
a winning combination that beats out
other grommet and loop style hay tarps.
In addition, a 25’x52’ Bull Flex Hay
Tarp will cover 72 round bales (4’x5’)
in a 3-2-1 pyramid stack. Check out
their website at www.InlandTarp.com
and learn how you, too, can benefit by
using the Bull Flex Hay Tarp during the
next hay season.
For more information on the Bull Flex
Hay Tarp and their other products, contact Inland Tarp & Liner, L.L.C. by
phone at 800-346-7744 or 509-7667024, visit their website at www.InlandTarp.com, or write or visit them at 4172
North Frontage Rd. E., Moses Lake, WA
98837.
e

Buy Irrigation Motors and Controls Factory Direct!

L

ubbock Electric Co. of Lubbock, TX and North American
Electric have forged an alliance
to market vertical hollow shaft irrigation
motors. The press release states:
North American Electric, Inc. is proud
to announce that it has entered into a
strategic alliance with Lubbock Electric
Company to market its Vertical Hollow
Shaft Irrigation Motors as the first step
in a larger relationship. Lubbock Electric Company has been appointed as the
Master Distributor, Distribution Center
and Sales Agent for North American
Electric products. Per the agreement,
Lubbock Electric will maintain a dedicated warehouse of North American
motors in Lubbock, Texas. According

to David Hackman, President of North
American Electric, Inc. “Aligning ourselves with the right partner is absolutely critical in order for us to enter
the Lubbock market. Lubbock Electric
Company has the product expertise and
offers the after sales service and logistical support that we need.”
Currently, inventory is in place from
50HP through 250HP in Lubbock, with
additional ratings through 500HP available in the first quarter of 2011. With
this alliance, Lubbock Electric Co. can
offer factory-direct pricing, cost-effective freight rates, and factory authorized
warranty or modifications.
Along with the motors, Square D pump
panels are offered in across-the-line, soft-

start, or variable frequency drive configurations. Please call Tom White at 800-6924474 for complete details and pricing.
Lubbock Electric Company was founded in 1944 with one service truck and
five employees, repairing electric motors. Six decades later, LECO occupies
more than 100,000 square feet of office,
warehouse and shop space. Eighty-five
diversely talented employees operating
more than 50 service vehicles work to
service an industrial clientele with the
highest quality products from the industrial sector’s finest manufacturers.
Service departments include electric
motor rewinding, cotton gin hydraulics,
electrical control panel fabrication, and
systems integration.
e

American Agra Curtains Inc.
The Original Customized Insulated Curtain For Livestock Buildings

I

n the early eighties, virtually all of
the “Farrow-to-Finish” swine confinements were single story buildings with make-shift ventilation systems
constructed as the individual builder saw
fit. In the attempt to improve ventilation,
standardize construction, and cut costs,
an automated insulated curtain system
was designed.
The original multi-layered insulated
curtain was developed and patented in
14 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

1984 by Carolyn Henderson, American
Agra Curtain’s current president. Since
then, many modifications and improvements have been incorporated into our
insulated curtain which is marketed
under the name of Insulated MAR-COLITE. Most of our curtains are still on the
job after seven or eight years of service.
In addition to our insulated curtains,
we have many other products designed
specifically for the agricultural building
Rocky Mountain/Heartland

industry such as room and shop dividers,
fan covers, bird barriers, pulleys, stainless steel cable, rope, cord, split bolts,
curtain clips, and insulated curtains with
no film for dairies, concrete blankets,
sidewall insulation for garages, door
covers for basement rooms, and crawl
space covers. Installation instructions
are included with all orders.
Call us at 765-564-3979 and see what
we can do for you.
e
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Pressurized Exhaust Kills Burrowing Rodents

T

he H & M Gopher Control
PERC system (Pressurized Exhaust Rodent Controller) uses
carbon monoxide from pressurized engine exhaust to kill burrowing rodents
such as gophers, ground squirrels, prairie dogs, moles & voles.
According to the company, exhaust
gas has long been one of the most lethal and least expensive methods to kill
burrowing rodents. But until now there
hasn’t been an economical, efficient
delivery system.

Company owners, Allen Hurlburt and
Virginia Massey, said that the PERC
system involves a narrow steel wand
that is used to probe the burrow and
inject pressurized exhaust that fills the
burrow in two minutes with lethal concentrations of carbon monoxide before
the rodent has a chance to either escape
or block the burrow.
An internal combustion engine generates the carbon monoxide and drives
a compressor pump that pressurizes
the exhaust gas to 115 psi in a stor-

age tank. An air hose and a hand held
probe inject the gas directly into the
burrow without any digging.
Brand new to the PERC lineup is the
PERC 620, a trailer-mounted unit with
a 20 hp motor and six reels - each with
a 50’ hose and hand probe. The 620
features a tandem axle with turf tires. It
sells for $12,950 plus S&H.
The PERC 412 is a trailer-mounted unit
with a 13 hp motor and four reels each
with a 50’ hose and the hand probe. The
412 features turf tires and is designed
to be pulled behind an ATV. It sells for
$7,249 plus S&H.

The PERC 206 is a skid-mounted unit
with a 6.5 hp engine, two reels with
50’ hoses and hand probes. It sells for
$4,595 plus S&H.
The PERC 206T is the skid unit mounted on its own special trailer. It sells for
$4,995 plus S&H.
The PERC system is simple to use and
safe for the operator as well as wildlife
since there is no poison bait or explosion involved. Crop stands are not damaged during treatment. No other control
method is as effective, efficient and as
inexpensive to operate as the PERC.
A PERC system can treat moderately
infested alfalfa fields at about 3.5 acres
an hour with a single operator. Each
probed location requires only about 1 to
2 minutes injection time.
Units have been shipped to customers from Southern California to central
Canada and as far east as Florida. Though
most of the market has been with alfalfa
growers, orchard and specialty crop growers have also purchased units. The PERC
system is the best solution anywhere burrowing rodents are a problem.
For more information call (530)
667-5181 or visit the website www.
handmgophercontrol.com
e
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Tree Shear For Skid Steers

T

he Lyon Cub Tree Shear is a
low-maintenance tree cutter for
skid steer loaders that works
fast to clear small trees.
Designer Jay Lyon and manufacturer
Gene Schendt of G T Metal, LLC in
Lawrence, Neb., have received rave reviews on the new tree shear.

ground and cut a small V into the soil,
but they don't create a big disruption. It
leaves a smooth stump, either ground
level or below, depending on operator's
skill.
The blades never need to be sharpened.
However they will eventually wear
down and can become chipped from
working in rocky areas, in which case

you just replace the blade.
Retail price for the unit is $3,200 plus
shipping, and the partners are currently
accepting dealer applications.
For more information, contact: G
T Metal, LLC, Box 187, Lawrence,
Neb. 68957 (ph 402 756-7835 or 402
469-2157 (cell), 402 469-2085 (Jay);
gtmetal@gtmc.net). Patent pending. e

Lyon says, "Everybody who's seen
it work is amazed at how simple it is,
how well it works, and how fast it is.
It's perfect for removing small trees
along fence lines or clearing second
growth cedars out of pastures. Once
you have the larger trees cleared out,
it's a great maintenance tool for future
growth."
The quick-tach tool works best on 3 to
4-inch diameter trees. The partners say
they have successfully cut 6-inch diameter trees, but conditions have to be just
right.
According to the pair, the unit consists of two 22”-diameter blades made
of heavy, high carbon steel, well braced
with 18” brace blades. To make them,
they modified new rolling cutters off a
V-plow and added a good bearing with
a center support. You don't have to take
the center support out to change the
blades, as it's just there to protect the
bearings and hub, they point out.
The blades can be easily removed using 5 lug bolts, and they are reinforced
on both sides with mild steel discs that
bolt to the hub to take the flex out of
them.
The blades penetrate the surface of the
www.farmranchdairy.com
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equipment

Delta-Tooth Harrow
The Shape Of The Future

I

nvented in 1988 by a Colorado
rancher, the Delta-Tooth Harrow
brings new life to an old implement. Totally redesigned to eliminate
the problems inherent in other flexible
harrows, the Delta-Tooth consists of a
series of cast triangles and connectors
bolted together in a pattern. This unique
design allows for very tight tine spacing, more weight per foot, and superior
longevity, creating the most versatile

harrow ever built. A quick comparison
between the Delta-Tooth harrow and
others:
Will it tangle? No, regardless of how
roughly it has been used or how old it is,
it will never tangle. Is it easy to repair?
Yes, if needed the harrow can be repaired
right in the field with two small wrenches. Does it self clean? Yes, because it is
heavier and travels with a shaking motion, trash will accumulate to a certain

point then the harrow will roll it out.
Can it be pulled at high speeds? Yes,
speeds up to 15mph are common.
Distributed by Hi-Valley Manufacturing in Kremmling Colorado, the DeltaTooth Harrow is custom assembled to
each customer’s exact need. We offer
three bolt patterns, and custom widths to
fit every budget. For more information
please contact Dave or Chris Sammons
970-724-9488.
e

Reman Balestacker

THE FARMER’S TIME MACHINE

T

he most efficient method of
square bale picking and stacking
available on the market today.
Timing is everything especially when it
comes to hay and straw cash cropping.
There are so many variables like weath-
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er, temperature and time, so getting high
quality forage off the field and into storage FAST means higher profits for your
business. With the Reman Balestacker
being one of the fastest machines on the
market, reaching your highest profits is

Rocky Mountain/Heartland

possible. No wonder farmers call it the
TIME MACHINE.
The Reman Balestacker picks up 3x3,
3x4 and 4x4 square bales effortlessly
with no adjustments between different
length of bales. The Reman Balestacker picks up and stacks into a tight free
standing stack every time. On the strings
or off the strings, the Reman Balestacker
picks up following the paths of the baler
avoiding cross tracking over bumpy terrain at up to 120 bales per hour with a
3 km drive from field to stacking site.
The benefits and bales really stack up.
Each feature of the Reman Balestacker
is designed with the end user in mind.
From the easy to use ergonomic handheld controller to the durability and
safety of the machine, the Reman Balestacker was designed and build for you.
So whether you are trying to maintain
the moisture of your forage or beat the
rain to your hay, the Reman Balestacker
is the answer for you.
For more information contact Reman
sales and service, Listowel, Ontario,
Canada 519-291-5025 or visit the website balestacker.com
e
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Delta-Tooth Harrow
THE

Delivers!

SHΔPE

OF THE FUTURE

Advantages of the Delta Tooth
• Will not fold over on itself,
allowing tight turns.
Travels at high speeds
• Will not tangle.
• Will fold up for easy
transportation on Trailer or pickup.
• Can be pulled end-wise
through small gates.
• Will wear longer because
the material is considerably
harder than steel rods yet it
has great strength and good
ductility.
• Will clean itself of trash.
• Won’t require repeated passes over areas
heavy manure concentrations because of
much greater weight & number of tines.
• Produces smaller pieces and better
distribution.
• The Hi-Valley Harrow won’t ever cause
you to regret you bought it!

6 TON SMC STaiNleSS STeel FerTilizer Spreader

PRICING

Harrow Sections: Start at 4’ and sold
in even feet.
Available With or Without Pull Bar
Original Model: $98 per linear ft.
Hammer Model: $78 per linear ft.
Combination Model: $88 per linear ft.
Pull Bar: 2 1/2” x 2 1/2” x 1/4” Square
Tubing Using 1/4” High Tensile
Chain to attach pull ring and harrow
sections $13.50 per foot

Hi-Valley Manufacturing

Dave & Chris Sammons
1109 Highway 9 • P.O. Box 442
Kremmling, CO 80459 • (970) 724-9488 • Cell: (970) 531-2498

www.farmranchdairy.com

SMC Pull Spreaders
Available in 5, 6 and 8 Ton Capacities
Dealers
Wanted!

• Simple Design, Durable
Construction
• Economical
• Flexibility for Special Needs
• Service You Can Bank On
P.O. Box 247
Quimby, IA 51049

(712) 445-2211 • Fax (712) 445-2626
Call Toll Free: 1-800-831-4860
www.simonsen-industries.com

Rocky Mountain/Heartland
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PHASE-A-MATIC

3 Phase Power Anywhere!

P

hase converters are used when
three-phase lines are not available or are cost prohibitive. The
phase converter will run virtually any
3-phase machine at any single-phase
location. Advances in converter technology have resulted in low price, high
performance and reliability closely resembling three-phase line power. This
enables us to provide the required power for CNC and other voltage sensitive
equipment.
Application
Phase-A-Matic, Inc. Rotary Phase
Converters run all common three-phase
machine shop equipment, providing the
power necessary to run all load types
- including CNC/PLC, transmitters, lasers, welders, battery chargers, heating

elements, etc. Whatever the load type motor restive, induction, or transformer
load - our Rotary Converter will power
it. Bring your request to us and we will
supply the right conversion for your application.
About Us
Product lines began over 46 years ago
with the well-known STATIC CONVERTER, the workhorse for tens of
thousands of regular shop machines,
such as mills, lathes, etc. The ROTARY CONVERTER FULL POWER
line is a true phase converter jointly developed with Baldor Electric and built
to our stringent specifications for high
performance and proven long-term
dependability. It’s the quietest rotary
converter on the market, and the best

quality available anywhere. It meets
your concerns in delivering the critical
uptime and reliability your operation
requires.
Company reputation
& Benefits
Profession, available technical support
for proper sizing and installation, consistent product reliability and immediate
delivery from stock for most items are
core components of the strength of the
company and the esteemed reputation.
Phase-A-Matic, Inc. phase converters
range from 1/3 to 500 HP or more. We
have the right converter to meet your
needs in delivering economical reliable
and true 3-phase power of the highest
quality, thus providing the dependability
and uptime you must have.
e

No More Five Gallon Buckets!
Prevent Crop Loss at Header
Downer Creek Crop Guard-Versatile
Header Attachment

I

watched my dad year after year
hobble through milo stalks picking
up dropped milo heads with a five
gallon bucket in each of his hands. He
always said, “There’s got to be a better
way.” Finding myself in the same situation for many years, I have found the
“better way.” through Downer Creek
Crop Guards. This improved crop guard
with 3/8” thick plastic crop catching
fingers guides the crop into the header.
This reduces head loss and saves grain.
Plastic fingers are bolted to a powdercoated heavy metal framework. The
20 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy

tapered plastic at the cutter bar allows
greater sickle cutting width while 17”

and 13” staggered fingers allow crop
flow into the header. 1-1/2” wide finRocky Mountain/Heartland

gers allows a 50% open area for crop
flow into the header. All metal is double
welded for strength and longevity. Attaching the guard to the combine header is a one bolt per foot process. The
Downer Creek Crop Guard is available
for rigid, draper, and flex headers and
can be used for multiple crops including milo, sunflowers, millet, corn, and
hailed wheat. Visit our website at www.
downermiloguards.com for testimonials
and pictures of mounted crop guard on
header. Please call 785-731-5634 for additional information.
e
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Downer Creek Crop Guard

Downer Creek Crop Guard, Ransom, Kan., announces its improved
Downer Creek Crop Guard with 3/8” thick, UV resistant, heavy-duty
plastic crop catching fingers to guide the crop into the header. This
reduces shatter loss and saves grain. The Downer Creek Crop
Guard is proven effective with milo, sunflowers, corn and hailed
wheat. The tapered plastic at the cutter bar allows greater sickle
cutting width, while 17 - and 13” staggered fingers allow crop flow
into the header. A 12° downward bend allows the finger to be lower
than the cutter bar. It's also available for John Deer 4" drapers.
Drapers and flex heads available.

Call 785-731-5634, or visit
www.downermiloguard.com
www.farmranchdairy.com
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C&R Supply, Inc.
Birth Of A Sprayer

A

fter carefully listening to customers who were disappointed
with the performance or lack
of features in ATV sprayers available,
C&R Supply set out to design a series of
sprayer to meet their needs.
“Instead of taking an off the shelf tank
and attaching features, we needed to get
all the input we could from customers
and ATV manufacturers”, said product
manager Dusty Miller. “With a good vision of what features and options were
required, it became obvious that a completely new tank design was needed”.
The EZ ATV Sprayer was designed
with the operator in mind for ease of operation and functional ability and safety.
With the sleek design brings the weight
forward and more to a center of gravity for better machine balance. Allowing the legs of the tank to wrap around
the fenders of the ATV gives the sprayer
dual sumps to give maximum drainage and the ability to run on side hills

without losing its prime. The pump,
strainer, and main shut-off are mounted
underneath the tank in a protected cavity, which also serves as a dual slosh
baffle. The top of the tank is designed
with a fill catch area to prevent chemical
from getting on the operator. The EZ is
fitted with a 4 gpm Shurflo Pump and
a quality Tee-Jet trigger style handgun
in the convenient control panel at your
side. All brackets and boomless nozzle
or boom accessories are attached to the
tank for quick and easy mounting. The
EZ ATV Sprayer has several different
options and accessories to meet your requirements and needs.
C&R Supply, Inc. is a distributor and
manufacturer of agricultural and roadside spray equipment located in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota. For over 25 years,
C&R Supply, Inc. has been a leader in
the distribution and servicing of many
quality products from Raven Industries,
Spraying Systems, Banjo, and more.

Spray 30 feet wide with no boom
They also lead the way in designing and
manufacturing new and advanced products such as their C&R Foam Marker,
Spot Sprayer, and the EZ ATV Sprayer
featured in this ad. C&R is a provider
for precision ag products such as GPS
guidance systems, variable rate controllers, mapping, steering assist systems,
and chemical injection units. C&R
prides themselves on the knowledge
and experience that is required to keep
up with today’s technology.
e

Oasis Montana

F

or livestock producers and many other applications, “solar” and “water
pumping” go along together as well
as pigs in mud! If you have a well you’re
not using, and need to expand your pastures
horizons, call us with your well specifications, as well as the number of cow-calf pairs
you’re watering. We’ll let you know what it
will take to keep your thirsty cows happy. If
you have need of a residential water system,
let us know what kind of pump you have in
place now, how much water it pumps in terms of gallonsper-minute, and the amount of water you need on a daily or
weekly basis.
If you are looking for a quote on a water pumping system,
please fill out our solar water pumping questionnaire online at
www.Pvsolarpumps.com or e-mail the details of your pumping
project to us at info@oasismontana.com.
Oasis Montana also provides remote or grid-tie solar electric
(photovoltaic) power systems, for emergency back-up, off-grid
homes, RV and marine use, and offers a line of propane (nonelectric) refrigerators & freezers. For more information, visit us
online at www.oasismontana.com, www.Lpappliances.com and
www.eco-fridge.com.
e
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Scorpion Truck
Bed Linings

S

corpion Truck Bed Linings (www.
ScorpionLiners.com) is proud to
announce in 15 year anniversary on
2011. Scorpion started as a small Midwest-

ern coatings contractor in 1996 and through
the years has grown to be one of the largest
manufacturers and distributors of specialty
polyurethane coatings (www.ScorpionCoatings.com) in the world. Scorpion currently
exports to over 30 different countries in all
parts of the world, and we have registered
well over 2,000 applicators in the US alone
over the last decade and a half.
Scorpion has been able to experience
growth in such a competitive market because it is unique. The coatings we sell
are all non-hazardous, and environmentally friendly. Our application methods are
highly cost effective, with the spray units
costing around $100 as compared to the
$25,000 price tag that our competitors levy
against their customers. Scorpion also does
not charge and franchise fees to its dealers,
feeling that they know how to better spend
their money that the company does.
Starting in 2008, Scorpion launched
its first retail brand, Al’s Liner (www.
Alsliner.com). The brand uses much of
the same technology as its professional
system – just designed to allow a person
who would rather do it themselves the
ability to do so. The brand has rapidly
grown since its inception, increasing
sales by over 200% every year.
Scorpion latest launch is Scorpion Window Film (www.ScorpionWindowFilm.
com). With this line, Scorpion has used
the connections is has gained over the
last fifteen years to partner with some of
the largest and best known window film
manufacturers in the world. The highest
quality and the lowest price is an ideal
that Scorpion has always chased, and
the window film is no exception.
e
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Look Ma – No Wires!
Wireless Grain Temperature Monitoring

T

echnology abounds in agriculture today – variable rate
fertilizer applications, auto steering, precision planting,
GPS spraying and harvesting to name a few. Managing your stored grain now offers some exciting new technology
as well.
A producer can monitor stored grain without leaving the house
or from any location that has Internet service. Tri-States Grain
Conditioning, Inc., headquartered in Spirit Lake, Iowa, now offers two wireless systems that can make monitoring stored grain
easier and faster than getting that second cup of coffee. Using
TSGC temperature cables to give a complete temperature profile
of their bins, producers will be able to monitor their grain more
efficiently and with greater accuracy than ever before.

tory reports are also available for print out.
The requirements for the GrainTRAC system include temperature cables, cell phone coverage at the bin site and electrical
power. An annual access fee to the internet website is charged
(a low per year minimum). Convenience is the selling point of
this system because a producer can monitor his grain temperatures from anywhere via the Internet.
Either of these wireless systems will save you time and money, while providing peace of mind about the true condition of
your grain. Knowing your grain temperatures, while watching
for changes, is the only safe way to monitor the condition of
your grain.
TSGC, Inc. is one of the largest suppliers of grain temperature monitoring equipment in the world. Headquartered in
America’s Heartland, our administration, fabricating, sales and
service divisions are located in Spirit Lake, Iowa. We have an
extensive network of contractors representing our products and
services nationwide and in over forty countries. TSGC, Inc. is
dedicated to serving you. For more information or a free, no
obligation quote, contact Tri-States Grain Conditioning, Inc. at
800.438.8367, Tsgc@TsgcInc.com or www.TsgcInc.com e

The SafeTrack Wireless Grain Temperature Monitoring System can be programmed to automatically take temperatures and
save them for later viewing. Grain temperature history reports
are also available to be printed out. Each individual bin can
be set to specialized temperature parameters to accommodate
various crops. Instead of taking 2 to 3 hours for a large operation, reading temperatures can now be done in minutes!
This wireless system utilizes line of sight (1 to 2 miles) radio
communication between the bins and the base transmitter to
monitor temperatures from TSGC temperature cables (as well as
grain depth). It requires power at the transmitter location on the
bin, and may be run either manually or automatically, locally or
over the network/Internet, for anytime, anywhere monitoring.
Another option is the GrainTRAC remote bin monitoring
system. This system utilizes a cell phone modem to transfer
data from the TSGC temperature cables to an internet website, www.wagnet.net. The producer is given a user name and
a password to ensure privacy. Once logged onto the website,
the producer can view a graphical display of his temperatures
as well as numerical. Temperature parameters (minimum and
maximum) can be set for each bin, as well as a rate of rise
temperature over a designated time period. Temperature his24 • Western Farm, Ranch and Dairy
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livestock
Pearson’s Continues Keeping Pace With
Livestock Industry’s Demands In 2011

P

earson Livestock Equipment is
proudly moving into its 48th year
of producing quality equipment
for the livestock industry. Our hydraulic
chute has been on the market for 5 years
and has been received with excitement!
Last year we are adding a kit which will
make any Pearson alley hydraulic by going from the chute controls with the power beyond capability. The valve for the
alley is mounted top front center, where
it can be controlled from either the right
or left catwalk of the alley. The screw
jack on the alley is replaced by a hydraulic cylinder, which will adjust the inside
width of the alley from 16” to 30”.
This simple hydraulic package can be
put on any of our alleys that are equipped
with the screw jack for adjustment. If
you already have a hydraulic chute you
may put our alley behind it and come

www.farmranchdairy.com

from the chute valves with the power
beyond to control the alley. Chutes and
alleys can be powered by the hydraulics
off most tractors or can be ordered with

Automatic Headgate, Working Tubs and
Alley. We also produce a complete line
of Bison Handling Equipment. Quality
products and customer satisfaction con-

an eight horse Honda engine or single
phase 220 V motor.
Pearson’s offers a complete line of Cattle Working Equipment, including our
“Original” Straight-side Manual Chute,
AI extension, the “Original” Pearson

tinue to be our goal.
For more information on any of our
equipment or inquiring about a distributorship or dealership, call (308)
645-2231 or e-mail us at pearsonsinc@
nebnet.net
e
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Are You Thinking About Lamas?
By Cheryl Juntilla

L

lamas and alpacas have been
raised as livestock for hundreds
of years in South America and
over the past several decades have become quite common in the United States
and Canada. Both llamas and alpacas are
members of the camelid family and are
collectively referred to as “lamas” with
only one L. They have many similarities, but one of the questions most often
asked of lama owners is “what is the difference between llamas and alpacas?”
The most important physical differences between llamas and alpacas relate directly to the purposes for which
they are used. Alpacas are primarily
raised for their fiber, which is as warm
as wool, but much lighter and very
soft. Llamas also produce fine fiber,
but can also be used as pack animals
so they are generally larger and have
straighter backs than alpacas. A wellconditioned pack llama can carry a
substantial amount of weight and several llamas can be led in a pack-string
which allows one person to take a lot
of supplies into the backcountry. Hiking with llamas enables campers to
experience wilderness areas closed to
motor vehicles without carrying all of
their gear in heavy backpacks. Llamas
have soft pads on the bottoms of their
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feet and have little or no impact on
trails. Because of their keen sight and
hearing, llamas are also used as guard
animals for other livestock. Some llamas can even be trained to pull carts.
Both llamas and alpacas work well
with children and are often used for
4-H projects.

While alpacas are typically smaller
than llamas, it should be noted that
there can be quite a bit of variation in
the size of llamas. Some llama breeders seek to produce large, athletic animals for packing, while many others
are now concentrating on fiber production. Both llamas and alpacas produce
different types of the fiber. Most lama

Rocky Mountain/Heartland

fiber has crimp and loft, but there are
also suri llamas and alpacas which
have a slicker type of fiber that drapes
elegantly like silk.
There is so much variety available now
in the lama market that a potential buyer
really needs to think about why they are
purchasing llamas or alpacas and look
for animals to suit that purpose. Lamas
can live more than 20 years, so should
be considered a long-term commitment
and not be purchased on a whim. It is
important to do some research and get
as much information as possible before
making a decision. Local and regional
llama and alpaca associations are good
sources for information and many have
websites.
One excellent regional association is
the Rocky Mountain Llama and Alpaca
Association (“RMLA”). It was formed
in 1982 for the purpose of educating its
members and the public about lamas
and is one of the oldest non-profit lama
organizations in the country. RMLA
sponsors or is involved with dozens of
lama-related events and shows every
year, including the National Western
Stock Show, the Estes Park Wool Market and the Fairplay Llama Race. Its
publications include a quarterly newsletter and the book Caring for Llamas
and Alpacas, which is a valuable resource for both new and experienced
lama owners and considered a standard
in the industry. RMLA’s library has one
of the most comprehensive collections
of lama-related books, videos and other
publications in the country, all of which
are available to members. More information about RMLA and lamas can be
found at www.rmla.com.
So if you are thinking about getting
involved with llamas, or alpacas, or
both, please also consider getting involved with the local or regional lama
association closest to you. Even if you
have a lot of livestock experience, there
is much about caring for llamas and alpacas that is unique to camelids and can
be best learned from other lama owners.
Joining an association also provides
valuable networking opportunities and
priceless social connections.
e
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How to Begin Your Alpaca Business Successfully

R

aising alpacas is a growing industry. It’s easy to see why. The
animals are gentle in nature, require minimal land, and can provide an
exciting business opportunity. Educate
yourself and take advantage of the many
alpaca resources available.
Alpacas are beautiful, intelligent, and
docile animals. Cousin to the llama,
adult alpacas are smaller and stand about
36 inches at the withers; they weigh between 150 and 200 pounds.
Originally from South America, the
United States first commercially imported alpacas in 1984, and today there
are more than 150,000 registered in the
United States and Canada. Once an Incan civilization treasure, alpacas provided clothing and transportation.
Although almost physically identical, the two types of alpacas are distinguished by their fiber. The Huacaya (waKi’-ah), the more common, has a fluffy,
extremely fine coat. The Suri (surrey),
the rarer, has fiber that is very silky and
resembles pencil-locks.
Shorn every twelve to eighteen
months, alpacas produce a luxurious,
soft fiber that is as warm as wool at 1/3
the weight. It is a specialty fiber, being both rare and extremely fine. Pure
alpaca fiber is hypo-allergenic. Additional alpaca performance characteristics include: stretch, strength, wicking
properties and odor reduction. It comes
in 22 natural colors.

Alpacas do not have horns, hooves,
claws, incisors or upper teeth. Alert
and curious, they are social animals
that seek companionship. They communicate most commonly by humming.
Neck posturing, ear and tail positioning,
and head tilt are other communication
methods.

The average lifespan of an alpaca is 20
years, with a gestation period of 11.5
months. Female alpacas normally give
birth, without assistance, in the daylight hours. Single births are typical, but
twins are possible. The most recent figure notes that 1 in 2000 is a twin.
Getting Started
Begin your successful alpaca farm op-

eration by educating yourself. Gather
as much information from as many resources as possible.
First visit alpaca farms in your area.
Local breeders will gladly answer all
your questions and share helpful information about their start-up experience.
To find an alpaca farm near you, visit
www.alpacainfo.com and click on the
“Farm and Ranch Locator” link. You
can also order an Alpaca Owners Guide
by clicking the “Request Information”
link or by calling (615) 834-4195.
The Alpaca Owners Guide (AOG) is
a must for potential new breeders. This
handy color catalog contains extensive
information and a list of alpaca farms
or ranches to visit near you. The Alpaca
Owners Guide is a valuable tool for researching the alpaca industry. It includes
articles about the history of the alpaca,
frequently asked questions, how to get
started in the alpaca business, the financial considerations, the alpaca industry
today and alpaca farms listed by region
and by state.
This material is made available by the
Alpaca Owners and Breeders Association (AOBA). AOBA is the driving
force of the alpaca livestock industry
and is an excellent resource for information about the North American alpaca industry.
AOBA can provide the information
necessary to help you understand what
Continued on page: 31

Greystone Manure Vacuums

G

reystone Manure Vacuums are
a giant leap forward in pasture management. It is simple,
quick and easy to use. It is powerful
and agile enough to pick up manure
(and many other things, nuts, leaves,
yard debris) from surfaces of all kinds
including wet grass, long grass, muddy
ground, concrete. It will save you hours
of backbreaking work with shovel, pick
and wheelbarrow. You pastures will be
free of unsightly manure, cleaner, with
less flies and parasites and your animals
healthier and happier and your life so
www.farmranchdairy.com

much easier.
The Paddock Vac was our first vacuum, and has proven to be a smash hit
all over the world. For most Alpaca
farmers, the Paddock Vac is the ideal
size, being big enough to hold a huge
amount of waste, and small enough to
be maneuverable in smaller spaces to
clean stalls and paddocks as well as
pastures. The Maxi Vac double in capacity means less trips to your compost
pile or dump area. Excellent choice for
larger pastures.
Both models now equipped with a cusRocky Mountain/Heartland

tom designed 4 stroke Honda engine.
Quiet , smooth , trouble free and backed
by a 2 year Honda warranty. Durable
Polyethylene body with stainless steel
fittings, German hoses and specially
designed nozzle and custom Greystone
tires. All are hand built and tested before shipping to exacting standards.
Contact the Greystone US Distributor
for your closet dealer at 206-817-3459
or visit our website www.greystoneamerica.com. You have nothing to loose
but piles of manure and hours of hard
work!
e
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DOUBLE B MANUFACTURING

MORRIS GRAIN COMPANY
Call Us For All Your Chemical Needs

HOSE REELS 1/2”- 3”
ROAD GRADERS (Pull Type)
(320) 382-6623

Wholesale Agricultural Chemicals • UPS Motorfreight
Available • Chemicals Delivered To Your Door

Skinner Harvesting, LLC
Individual wanted for custom harvesting
operation. Guaranteed monthly salary,
lodging and home-cooked meals provided.
Contact Dan Skinner
Ph: 620.343.8140 Cell: 620.340.2843
www.SkinnerHarvesting.com

6666 58th Ave. S.E. • Willmar, MN 56201

DoubleBRepair-mfg.com

1-800-872-2501

1121 Atlantic Ave. • Morris, MN 56267
Website: www.morrisgrain.com

Seed Inc.
Sunray, Texas

We Supply and Manufacture

Galvanized and Aluminized Corrugated Culvert Pipe
*Slotted Drain Systems *Joints and Fittings
*End Sections
*Bands

We also supply ...

*New and Used Fence Pipe
*Guardrail • Brand new & Used
We Are On The Farm With You.
Contact Us Today!
www.kahnsteel.com

800-828-5246 913-642-6426
M&M Metals

Wanted!! Brass, copper,
aluminum, stainless, any
nonferrous metals. We pay
more than your local recycling
center. In your area once a
week.

406-697-1069
or 406-697-3938

mo - Fencing material:
2-3/8”, 2-7/8”, 3-1/2”
Sucker Rod, 3/4”, 7/8”, 1”
Also Fiber Glass Sucker Rod.
Truckload Lots.
call: 573-280-5938 or 573-392-4479
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WHOLESALE-RETAIL SEED
Ribbon Grazer,
Sorghum-Sudan Grass,
Forage Sorghum, Early Sumac

Oats - Coronado, Jerry
Big Crop Brand Milo Seed
Early Medium, Medium Early, & Medium
Bred For Drought Resistance
WL357HQ Alfalfa Seed,
Triumph Sunflower Seed,
NK & Triumph Corn Seed

Call us.

You will like the price!

1-800-687-2891
1-806-948-4642

Or visit us at: www.seedinc.biz

TIRE TOWN INC.
800/70R38 Factory Irregular....$2000.00
600/65R25 Irregulars 100%.......$925.00
600/70R30 Full Tread.................$950.00
14.9R34 Fwd 80% Tread............$400.00
31/13.50-15 Rib..........................$100.00
20.8-38 New 10 Ply.....................$798.00
480/70R28 (16.9) Full Tread.......$700.00
480/80R50 100% Tread............$1500.00
18.4-38 6Ply New New USA......$625.00
19L-16.1 Rib 10 Ply.....................$185.00
14.9R46 New 7150lbs..............$1100.00
710/70R38 80%..........................$850.00
520/85R46 Irregular.................$1500.00
21.5L16.1 Bar Tread 8 Ply........... $450.00
Nationwide Shipping • Special Prices New &
Used • All Sizes - Major Brands - We Deal!

800-444-7209 • 800-451-9864

Rocky Mountain/Heartland

Goat-Sheep
Custom Sheep
Feedlot

Lambs & Ewes
to feed, fatten & grow.
Kyle or Dale Shippy
605-842-0935
or
605-842-3967
www.sheepfeedlot.com
www.farmranchdairy.com

beef–dairy
Lone Star
Enterprises, Inc.
New, Custom Built, and Remanufactured
Roller Mills and Roller-Grinders,
Mill Accessories, Parts, and Service.
Electric Motor Sales and Service Also
Available.
Phone: (605) 647-3001 or
Toll Free: 1-866-393-1116
Fax: (605) 647-1966
Or check us out online at

www.LoneStarEnterprises.com

equine
BOZEMAN SADDLE

Talk to your Purina feed dealer to
day, call 1-800-227-8941
or visit cattlenutrition.com.

IOWA

Sperry Union Store Inc.
11721 Locust St. • Sperry, IA
(800) 728-2169 • www.sperryunionstore.com

400 SADDLES
In Stock, New & Used

along with all the matching tack!
• Circle Y • High Horse • Tucker
• Billy Cook • Dakota • Pish• Courts
• Custom Saddles by Paul Van Dyke
• Pack Saddles • Pack Equipment
• Silk Scarves
• Silver Jewelry • Silver Buckles &
Conchos

EVERYTHING ALWAYS AT GREAT LOW PRICES
2 miles south of Four Corners • Mon-Sat 10-5 • Closed Sun
406-586-8225 • 80155 Gallatin Rd. • Bozeman, MT 59715

www.bozemansaddleoutlet.com

RESEARCH LIKE NO OTHER.
QUALITY LIKE NO MATCH.
PERFORMANCE ALL ENVY.

SOuth DAkOtA

Eagle Butte Co-Op
S. Main & Railroad • Eagle Butte, SD
(605) 964-2225 • eaglebuttecoop.net
Sioux Nation
504 N. Deadwood • Fort Pierre, SD
(605) 223-3101 • (800) 658-3657

5 models to
choose from.

OUTLET

We Ship
Gift Certificates Available

Building better cattle.

equipment

COLORAdO
Roaring Fork
Valley Co-Op

0760 Hwy. 133
Carbondale, CO
(970) 963-2220
www.roaringforkvalleycoop.com

wISCONSIN

Colorado Hay Probe
Popular “Push In” Design
Model 2001-See website for pricing

www.udyone.com
UDY Corporation

201 Rome Court, • Fort Collins, CO 80524
Voice: 970.482.2060 • Fax: 970.482.2067

AMERICAN
WHOLESALE CO.
Used/New Walk-In-Coolers
Freezer Boxes • Refrigeration
Systems • Equipment

Large Inventory – All Sizes
Buy • Sell • Nationwide
Wholesale Prices

(216) 426-8882 • Fax: (216) 426-8883

Email: awcco@aol.com • www.awrco.com

Berlin Feed Inc.

culverts
Gateway Pipe & Supply, Inc.
Used RR Tank Shells (8’-10’ diameter,
35’-60’ Long) RR Flat Decks, Used
Steel Pipe (6”-60” Diameter)
Call: 1-800-489-4321 - Jules Eversgerd

MISCELLANEOUS
MISCELLANEOUS

WILL DO LIVESTOCK HAULING,
all classes. Specializing in purebred
livestock hauling. Will do coast-tocoast. Rocky Mountain Genetics.
Marty Mikelson. Call for Pricing
435-757-0811

Your ad here
The marketplace works!
Call 1-800-330-3482 to get the
marketplace working for your business.
www.farmranchdairy.com

328 S. Church St.
Berlin, WI • (920) 361-2616
www.berlinfeed.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON
PURINA MILLS HORSE FEEd,
VISIT www.PURINAMILLS.COM
OR CALL 1-800-227-8941. SEE wHAT
THE CHECKERbOARd CAN dO

hay
Forage
HAY &
& FORAGE
Alfalfa Pellets sun cured 1/4” and
alfalfa meal, 17% protein; Chopped
alfalfa; We Buy & Sell Alfalfa.
Call: 620-793-7701

Authorized
Titan Trailer Dealer

225 S. East St.
Waterville, KS 66548
Toll Free

866-368-4826
785-363-2224

www.bluevalleytrailers.com

LIVESTOCK
livestock EQUIPMENT
equipment

tire livestock products
water tanks, mineral feeders,
truck tire sidewall silage
cover weights.
(785) 231-8397 www.geetire.com

Rocky Mountain/Heartland
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ADVERTISERS INDEX
ADVERTISER

WEBSITE

Alfalfa Pellets, LLC
American Agra Curtains Inc,
American Wholesale Co
Area Diesel Service, Inc.
Art’s Way Manufacturing Co Inc
Berlin Feed Inc
Blue Valley Trailers, Inc.
Bozeman Saddle Outlet
C & R Supply
Colfax Tractor Parts Inc
Colorado Hay Probe
Crystalyx
Dakota Gasification Co
Dakota Grills
Davey - Joans
Double B Mfg
Downer Creek Farms
Eagle Butte Co-Op
Eldon C. Stutsman, Inc
Gateway Pipe & Supply Inc
GEE Tire Inc
Greystone America
GT Metal LLC
H & M Gopher Control
Herrs Machine
Hi-Valley Manufacturing
Inland Tarp & Cover
InoSol
Kahn Steel Co.
Kanamak Hydraulics Inc
Klene Pipe Structures
Lone Star Enterprises Inc.
Lubbock Electric Company
M & M Metals
Midwest Supplies
Missouri Hay Tarps
Mo Fencing Material
Morris Grain Co.
North American Electric, Inc
Northern Ag Mist Sprayers
NorthWestern Energy
Oasis Montana, Inc
OK Ranch Inc
Pawnee Buttes Seed Inc.
Pearson Livestock Equipment
Phase-A-Matic
PolyExcel, LLC
Qwicktie LLC
Reman Bale Stacker/Weber Lane Mfg
Roaring Fork Valley Co-op
Rocky Mountain Genetics
Ron’s Manufacturing
Scorpion Protective Coating
Seed Inc.
Shurco
Simonsen Industrial Inc
Sinclair Transportation Co
Sioux Automation Center, Inc.
Sioux Nation
Skinner Harvesting LLC
South Dakota State University
Sperry Union Store, Inc.
Sprayer Specialties Inc.
Steve’s Welding & Repair
Stock Auction Company
Super Nova MFG
Tire Town Inc
Titan Trailer Mfg
Tri-States Grain
TSGC Inc
Two Guys Communications Inc.
Udy Corp.
United Power
VP Buildings
W&W Fiberglass Tank Co.
Walinga USA, Inc.
Watson Ranch
Wenz Service Inc.
Whitewater Welding
Wind River Seed

			
www.americanagracurtains.com		
www.awrco.com		
www.areadiesel.com		
www.artsway-mfg.com		
www.berlinfeed.com		
www.bluevalleytrailers.com		
www.bozemansaddleoutlet.com		
www.crsupply.com		
www.colfaxtractorparts.com		
www.udyone.com		
www.crystalyx.com/feedlimitfinder
www.dakotagas.com		
www.dakotagrills.com		
		
www.doublebrepair-mfg.com		
www.downermiloguard.com		
www.purinamills.com		
www.stutsmans.com		
www.gatewaypipe.com		
www.geetire.com		
www.greystoneamerica.com		
		
www.handmgophercontrol.com		
www.herrsmachine.com		
www.deltaharrow.com		
www.inlandtarp.com		
www.insol.com		
www.kahnsteel.com		
www.kanamak.com		
www.klenepipe.com		
www.lonestarenterprises.com		
www.lubbockelectric.com		
		
www.midwestsupplies.com		
www.mohaytarps.com		
			
www.morrisgrain.com		
www.naemotors.com		
www.northernagmistsprayer.com
www.northwesternenergy.com		
www.oasismontana.com		
www.sheepfeedlot.com		
www.pawneebuttesseed.com		
www.pearsonlivestockeq.com		
www.phase-a-matic.com		
www.polyexcel.com		
www.qwicktie.com		
www.balestacker.com		
www.roaringforkvalleycoop.com		
			
www.ronsmfg.com		
www.scorpioncoatings.com		
www.seedinc.biz		
www.shurco.com
www.simonsen-industries.com		
www.sinclairoil.com		
www.siouxautomation.com		
www.purinamills.com		
www.skinnerharvesting.com		
www.sdstate.edu/abs/		
www.sperryunionstore.com		
www.sprayers.com		
www.stickneysd.com/steves.htm		
www.bigiron.com		
www.supernovamfg.com		
www.tiretown.com		
www.titantrailer.com		
www.tsgcinc.com		
www.tsgcinc.com		
www.twoguyscomm.com		
www.udyone.com		
www.unitedpower.com		
www.vp.com		
www.wwtank.com		
www.walinga.com		
www.watsonranchorganic.com		
www.ihdisgusted.com		
www.horstline.com		
www.windriverseed.com		
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**SELL AT AUCTION**
Farm Machinery, Construction Equipment, Trucks, Fleet Vehicles
**Sell Your Equipment with BigIron.com**

• Online Internet Unreserved Auctions •
• Certified Big Iron Sales Representatives •

1-800 WE SELL 8 • www.BigIron.com

equipment
NEED TRACTOR REPAIRS???

“We have over 1000 late model tractors
& 1000 combines in salvage”
JD-IHC-Ford-MF-Case-Oliver-White-AC-Gleaner-N.H.
We have motors, complete blocks, heads, cracks, wide
fronts, 3 pts., pto’s, cabs, tires and much more.
We ship UPS or truck freight.
If we don’t have it we can locate it. Give us a try.
We are cash buyers for salvage tractors & combines.

COLFAX TRACTOR PARTS, INC.

Rocky Mountain/Heartland

Colfax, Iowa • 800-284-3001
www.colfaxtractorparts.com

www.farmranchdairy.com

How to Begin Your Alpaca Business Successfully
Continued from page: 27

the alpaca community is all about; alpaca breeders are a unique, dedicated
group. For some, alpacas are a primary source of income. For others,
they are a part-time business venture.
Young couples with children can enjoy the benefits of owning and caring for alpacas as a rewarding family
experience. People who have raised
their kids and are seeking a business
and lifestyle to enjoy as they approach
retirement are often owners. Whatever
the personal reason, alpacas undeniably are pleasurable and can bring the
potential for a rewarding lifestyle and
business opportunity. And AOBA can
help you get started.
Another great way to learn about alpacas and the alpaca industry is to attend AOBA certified shows and events.
These shows are national, regional, and
local. For a complete list of upcoming
shows, visit www.alpacashows.com and
click on “Upcoming Shows”.
The biggest alpaca event of the year
is the AOBA National Show showcasing over 1,000 alpacas. It will be held
in Denver, Colorado on May 20, 21 and
22, 2011 at the Denver National Western
Complex. Admission is FREE and open
to the public. The National Show is the
largest AOBA certified halter and fleece
show. Breeders and guests witness the
inner-workings of the alpaca industry
and learning never ends. There is no
better place to buy, sell, and learn about
alpacas, apparel, and a variety of alpacarelated materials.
There are also several regional and local shows and events. To find a complete
list of events, visit www.alpacainfo.com
and click on “Event Calendar”.
Once you have visited a local farm,
read the Farm and Ranch Guide, attended a few alpaca shows, it’s time to fully
immerse yourself among the thousands
of others who love and raise alpacas.
Join the Alpaca Owners and Breeders
Association (AOBA). Be amongst the
warmest and welcoming community of
about 4,000 with members throughout
Canada and in all 50 states, including
Alaska and Hawaii.
AOBA membership has many benefits. You can join as either an Associate Member or a Farm Member.
Every member receives a subscription
to Alpacas Magazine. Established in
www.farmranchdairy.com

1990, this quarterly magazine is now
20 years old. Standard, in-depth articles often include topics of alpaca
health, tax-related information, innovative ways to market your animals
and end-products, and more. Published
three times a year (two semi-annual
issues plus one special Herd Sire edition), Alpacas Magazine also has several advertising opportunities, which is
a wonderful way to market your farm
or ranch, while staying in-touch with
financial trends. Alpacas Magazine has

Rocky Mountain/Heartland

a strong reputation within the alpaca
industry and beyond.
The AOBA lending library is one of
the largest alpaca-related libraries in the
world. AOBA’s Marketing Committee
has produced several resources to purchase or to borrow. Topics include everything from care, feed, and nutrition
to how to raise your alpaca in general.
Once again, the best way to learn more
about alpacas is to visit a farm or ranch.
Visit www.alpacainfo.com to locate one
near you.
e
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